




The 2026-27 Ohio Valley Symphony Season is 
almost upon us.  Mark your calendars now and get 
your season tickets so you can experience the magic of 
music at every single concert.  

We are celebrating America’s 250th Birthday 
on September 12 with a season opener of all-
American music ranging from Leonard Bernstein to 
Aaron Copland and George Gershwin led by Maestro 
Peter Stafford Wilson.  Our soloist, Maalik Glover,  
is performing the Concerto for Violin by African-American composer Florence 
Price whose magnificent early 20th century musical scores were found just a few 
years ago in an old trunk in an abandoned house about to be demolished!  

Internationally noted conductor François López-Ferrer will be back on the 
Ariel Opera House stage as he leads the OVS through a Happy Halloween 
concert on October 31.  Who knew Bela Bartok wrote a quirky piece titled 
Dances of Transylvania? Violinist Grace Park is featured on Ravel’s Tzigane and 
Sarasate’s fiendishly difficult Zigeunerweisen.  Brahms’ glorious Symphony No. 1 
finishes out the second half.  What costume will you wear? 

Maestro Steven Huang’s annual Christmas Show on December 5 is a 
perennial favorite of audiences young and old with carols and songs both new 
and familiar.  Tickets sell out fast so be sure to get yours soon.  December is also 
our annual Maestro for a Moment competition when community members vie 
for the chance to conduct the OVS in Sleigh Ride.  Every dollar is a vote for your 
favorite candidate and helps support The Ohio Valley Symphony with your tax 
deductible donation. 

On March 13 things get a bit brassy for the Bugler’s Holiday concert when 
the OVS will be joined by Dave Zeng performing Haydn’s Trumpet Concerto.  
Maestro Scott Woodard takes us to Ireland with Hamilton Harty’s Irish 
Symphony for a bit-of-the-green. 

For Gershwin’s Greatest the stunning Michael Chertock is back showing 
us just how good he really is by conducting AND performing George Gershwin’s 
Concerto in F on April 17.  Rounding out the year of celebrating America’s 
greatest, the OVS will also feature Gershwin’s perennial favorite An American in 
Paris and the music of jazz great Duke Ellington. 

Invite your friends, family and colleagues to join you for The Ohio Valley 
Symphony 2026-27 concert season to hear the best kind of music — live on 
the Ariel Opera House stage! 

 

Every concert ticket includes a 6:45 p.m. Pre-concert Chat on the 3rd floor 
with the conductor and soloist of the evening, as well 

as a Post Concert Reception for you to meet the artists. 
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T he Ohio Valley Symphony  
is the only professional 

orchestra in the Ohio River Valley 
region.  Now beginning its 37th 
season, the OVS is the resident 
ensemble  of the Ariel-Ann Carson 
Dater Performing Arts Centre in 
downtown Gallipolis, Ohio.  The 
orchestra was created as a result of 
the vision of Lora Lynn Snow, a 

Gallipolis resident and professional oboist. 
Since its first performance on April 1, 1989, The Ohio Valley Symphony 

has never wavered from its guiding principles: to bring live, professional, 
orchestral music to tri-state audiences; to provide performers an 
atmosphere of positive reinforcement; and to instill a love of music in 
children through education and exposure to great music. 

The OVS offers an annual concert subscription series with concerts in 
the fall and spring wrapped around The Christmas Show, always the first 
Saturday in December. 




